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Glossary of ELT terms

Acculturation:
A process in which changes in the language ,culture and system of values of a group happen through interaction with another group with a different language, culture and system of values.  Acculturation is an important concept for understanding SLA because it has been hypothesized; successful language learning is more likely when learners succeed in acculturating. For example: in second language learning acculturation may affect how well one group (e.g. a group of immigrants in a country ), learn the language of another (e. g. the dominant group).
 ACCURACY ORDER

Learners produce L2 morphemes such as the third person –s or the articles, a and the, with varying levels of accuracy at different stages of development. Accuracy order can be obtained by ranking a number of morphemes according to their accuracy level. Some SLA researchers (e.g. Dulay and Burt ) have hypothesized that the accuracy order corresponds to the acquisition order.

Acquisition
The term “Acquisition” is synonymous with the term “learning”. The process by which a person learns a language is sometimes called acquisition instead of learning. Because some linguists believe that the development of a first language in a child is a special process. For example: Chomsky believes that Children are born with special language learning abilities. They do not have to be taught language or corrected for their mistakes. They learn language by being exposed to it. Linguistics rules develop unconsciously.

Children are said to acquire the rules of their mother tongue by being exposed to examples of the language and by using the language for communication. 
Acquisition decice

It emphasizes, each learner is  endowed  with  an acquisition device.

· It is a set of parameters that can vary from one language to another but only within certain limits which directs the process of acquisition.

· It contains information about the possible form that the grammar of any language can take. 

· It indicates the importance of the innate capacity of human being. 

· It is a set of principles which is applied to all language.

Approximative System :

  This is the term used by Nemser  ( 1981 ) to refer to the deviant linguistic system which the learner employs when trying to use the target language. The learner passes through a number of ‘approximative Systems on the way to acquiring full target –language proficiency. The term is almost identical in meaning with “interlanguage “ and “ transitional  competence” .

Aptitude

Aptitude refers to the specific ability a leaner has for learning a second language. This is hypothesized to be separate from the general ability to master academic skills, which is referred to as ‘intelligence’
(B) Attitude :

Learners passes sets of beliefs about such factors as the target language culture, their own culture and, in the case of classroom learning, of their teacher and the learning tasks . They influence language learning in number of ways.

(c) Avoidance :
Avoidance is said to take pace when specific target language structures are under – represented in the learner’s production in comparison to native – speaker production. Learners are likely to avoid structures they find difficulty. One cause of this difficulty may e alack of correspondence between the target language and mother tongue structures. In this respect ‘avoidance’ is a reflection of language transfer.

(D) Backsliding:
L2 learners are likely to manifest correct target language forms on some occasions but deviant forms on their occasions. When this happens they are said to a ‘backslide’. Backsliding involves the use of a rule belonging to some earlier stage of development . It occurs when learners are under some pressure, as, for instance, when they have to express difficult subject matter or are feeling anxious .
BEHAVIOURIST LERNING THEORY

Behaviorist learning theory is a general theory of learning (i.e. it applies to all kinds of learning, not just language learning). It views learning as the formation of habits. These arise when the learner is confronted with specific stimuli which lead to specific responses, which are, in turn, reinforced by rewards. Behaviouest learning theory emphasizes environmental factors as opposed to internal, mental factor.
(e) Careful Style:
When language users are able to attend closely to the form of the langue they produce, they call upon their ‘careful style’ (Tarone 1983). This contrasts with ‘vernacular style’. A ‘careful style’ is evident in formal language tasks such as reading pairs of words, or doing a grammar test.

Channel capacity

COGNITIVE ORGANIZER

This term is used by Dulay and Burt (1977) to refer to that part of the learner‘s internal processing system that is responsible for organizing the input into a system. Thus the internal organizer is responsible for the transitional stages through which the learner passes. The cognitive organizer operates subconsciously.
Communication strategy

Communication strategy is a way used to express a meaning in a second or foreign language, by a learner who has a limited command of the language.

For instance the learner may not be able to say it’s forbidden that no one can park here

and he/she can say This place, cannot park Again, Handkerchief=a cloth for nose, 

Apartment=Building
Competence
     A person’s internalized grammar of a language. This means a person’s ability to create and understand sentences, including sentences they have never heard before. Competence is an idealized capacity. It often refers to the Ideal speaker/listener, that is an idealized but not a real person who would have a complete knowledge of the whole language.

    For instance, a speaker of English would cognize “I want to go home” as an English sentence But would not accept this “I want going home” even though all the words are written in English words.

Comprehensible input

The ‘input’ refers to the language which learners are exposed to. This can be ‘comprehensible’ or ‘incomprehensible’. When native speaker speak to L2 learners, they frequently adjust their speech to make it more comprehensible. Access to comprehensible input may be necessary  condition for acquisition to take place. 

Comprehesivle output
The ‘output’ is the language produced by the learner. This can be ‘comprehensible’ or ‘incomprehensible’. The efforts that learners make to be comprehensible may also play a part in acquisition, As they may forced them to revise their internalized rule systems.

Context
Context occurs before of after a word, a phrase or even a longer utterance or a text. It helps in understanding the particular meaning of the word, phrase etc.

For example, the word  loud in loud music is usually understood as meaning ‘noisy’ whether in ‘a tie with a loud pattern’  is understood as ’unpleasantly colorful’. 

The context of an utterance can mean two different things :

                    1. It can refer to the situation in which the utterance is             produce ; this is the ‘ situational context 

  2. It can refer to the linguistic environment –                                      the surrounding language ; this is the ‘linguistic context’.                          

Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis
According to the Contrastive Analysis Hypothesis,L2 errors are the result of differences between the learner’s first language and the target language.The strong  form the hypothesis claims that these differences can be used to predict all errors that will occur. The weak form of the hypothesis claims that these differences can be used only to identify some out of the total of errors that actually arise.

CONTRASTIVE PRAGMATIC 

A contrastive analysis of two languages is usually carried out on the grammatical systems of the two languages . How ever it can also be carried out with reference to how language uses differ in the two languages (e.g. how the two languages handle a language function such as “apology”). This kind of analysis is called contrastive pragmatics.
CREATIVE CONSTRUCTION

Dulay (1982: 279) defines “creative construction” as ‘the subconscious process by which language learners gradually organize the language they hear, according to the rules they construct to understand and generate sentences.’

CPH
Developmnet
The term ‘development’ is often used  as a synonym for ‘acquisition’ or ‘learning’. Chomsky, however, makes a distinction between ‘development’ and ‘acquisition’. The former is  real-time learning that is affected by language processing abilties, while the latter is ‘pure’ learning that is dependent entirely on the learner’s ‘acquisition device’.  Thus ‘development’ is a reflection of both general cognitive abilities and the acquisition.
DIFFUSION MODEL
The diffusion model was designed by Gatbonton (1979) to account for the way that the learners develop and change their internal rules, gradually sorting out how to use forms correctly.

Error analysis

The study and analysis of the errors made by second language learners. Error analysis is a procedure by both researchers and teachers. It involves collecting samples of learner language, identifying the errors in the sample, describing these errors, classifying them according to their hyothesized causes, and evaluating their seriousness. 

Feedback

Any information which provides a report on the result of behaviour.For example, verbal or facial signals which listeners give to speakers to indicate that they understand what the speaker is saying. In discourse Analysis feedback given while someone is speaking is sometimes called backchannel cues, for example, comments such as uh, yeah, really, smiles, headshakes and grunts which indicate success or failure in communication.

FIELD DEPENDENCE / INDEPENDENCE

A learning style in which a learner tends to look at the whole of a learning task which contains many items. The learner has difficulty in studying a particular item when it occurs within a field of other items.

A field independent learning style is one in which a learner is able to identify or focus on particular items and is not distracted by other items in the background or context.

Filter
Learners do not necessarily attend to all the input they are exposed to. Rather they attend to some features, but ‘filter’ others out. Dualy  et al. (1982) suggest that the use of the filter depends upon affective factors such as the learner’s motives, attitudes, and emotions.

Foreigner talk
Foreigner talk is the type of speech often used by native speakers of a language when they speak to foreigners. It is slower and louder than normal speech often with exaggerated pronunciation. Sometimes topics are repeated. The speakers use simpler vocabulary and grammar. They feel that this type of speech is easier for foreigners to understand the language. For example, they use ‘your pen’? Instead of ‘Is it your pen?’

Formal instruction

In SLA, formal Instruction occurs in classrooms to acknowledge the learners about the target language rules and its nature. Formal instruction can be deductive or inductive. That means, the students are given rules and information about the target language or they are left to discover the rules while they are using the language.

 Formulic speech

Fossilization
The fossilization is a competence –level phenomenon. Nakuma argues that fossilization may not be a matter of acquisition, but a matter of avoidance on the part of the Lerner. In this view, the learner chooses not to acquire the L2 form because it is believed that the form has already been incorporated into his or her knowledge of the target language. When the learner perceives that there is a correspondence between L1 and L2 forms, the L1 form is transferred and is used in the performance of the L2. Because of this perception , the learner avoids acquiring the actual L2 form, as this is sensed to be a duplication of effort. Nakuma claims that the learner’s misconception of the relationship between L1 and L2 forms will persist until the learner no longer perceives the forms as being identical. In the meantime, the learner will ignore L2 input  that runs contrary to his or her perception.
Frequency
Hypothesis formation

In second language learning, the learners form hypothesis about the nature of the target language rules. Then they test them out. Most of the people would agree that some of these formations of ideas come from the language we see and hear around us.
Hypo testing

In second language learning, the testing of ideas by the learners to see whether they are right or wrong. The learner’s test it out in a variety of ways in order confirms or rejects it. Some hypotheses are never formed because of knowledge of Language Universals (a language phenomenon which occurs in all known languages) present in every normal human being at birth. 
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Inferencing 

Input

Interaction analysis

Interactions theory

Inference position

Inference

Interlanguage 

Interlaguage is the type of language produced by  the first and second language learners who are in the possess of learning a language  Selinker uses the term ‘Interlanguage ‘ to refer to the L2 learners individual language system while learning the target language.
Interlanguage is based on the theory that there is “ Psychological Structure  latent in the brain” which is activated when one attempt to learn a second language .
In the process of acquiring a second language a language learners may acquire form of langue that are in between their first language and their target language . This can happen when they incorrectly apply rules of their native langue to target langue, or they have not complete the learned the full extent limitation of a rule’s use and so misapply it systemically. 

Language Acquisition Device:
The capacity to acquire one’s first language,when this capacity is pictured as a sort of mechanism or apparatus. 

In the 1960 s and 1970s Chomsky  and others claimed that every normal human being was born with an LAD. 

The LAD included basic knowledge about the nature and structure of human language .

The LAD was offered as an explanation of why children develop competence in their first language in a relatively short time ,merely by being exposed to it.

Latent lanague structure

Learning
The term “Learning” can be broadly defined as the internalization of rules and formulas which are then used to communicate in the L2. Stephan Krashen uses the term in 1981. It refers to the conscious of knowledge of a language, knowing the rules of language use, being aware of using them, and being able to talk about them. In non-technical terms, learning is to know consciously about a language. It may be described as “explicit” learning. It also refers to the process of developing conscious knowledge through formal study.

Learning Strategies

The use of strategies has been shown to be crucial to successful language learning. Canale and Swain (1980) included “strategic competence” among the four components of communicative competence. Research has also shown significant pedagogical effects. This has given rise to strategies – based instruction.

Strategies are commonly divided into learning strategies and communicative strategies. Learning strategies refer to input processing, memory and retrieval of information. Learning strategies account for how learners accumulate new L2 rules and  how they automatize existing ones. They include the strategies involved in the general process of hypothesis formation (experiment) and testing (Confirm or reject). These can be conscious or subconscious. Learning strategies contrast with both communication strategies and production strategies, which account for how the learners use their rule systems, rather than how they acquire them. Actually leaning strategies are techniques used to improve learning, such as mnemonics or using a dictionary. 

Learning Strategies are divided in to three main categories :-

Metacognitive : Indicates an executive decision about learning (e.g. planning for learning, thinking about learning). (Indirect strategy)

Cognitive : Involve direct manipulation of the learning of the material, (e.g. note taking, grouping) (Direct strategy)

Socio-affective: Transacting with offers, (e.g. co-operation, questioning)

Markedness
Linguists working in the Chomskyan school suggests that linguistic rules can either be part of the core grammar (i.e. the universal rules) or be part of the periphery (i.e. are specific to particular languages). Core rules are considered to be unmarked and therefore easily acquired. Periphery rules are considered to be marked and therefore difficult to learn. In brief, core rules mean “familiar” which are considered to be unmarked and periphery rules mean “unfamiliar” which are considered to be marked. That means “familiar” should be “unmarked” and unfamiliar” should be “marked”.

Mentalism

Monitoring

Both language learners and native speakers typically try to correct any errors in what they have just said. This is referred to as “monitoring”. Stephan Krashen uses the term “Monitoring” in 1981. The Monitor hypothesis encapsulates the relationship between acquisition and learning and defines the role of grammar. According to the Krashen, the acquisition system is the utterance initiator, while the learning system performs the rote of the “monitor” or the “editor”.

The “monitor” acts in a planning, editing and correcting function when three specific conditions are met : that is,

the second language learner  has sufficient time at his/her disposal,

he/she focuses on form or thinks about correctness, and

he/she knows the rule.

Krashen also suggests that there is individual variation among language learners with regard to “monitor” use. He distinguishes those learners :-

that use the “monitor” all the time (Over-users).

those learners who have not learned or who prefer not to use their conscious knowledge (under-users), and

those learners that use the “monitor” appropriately (optimal users).

An evaluation of the person’s psychological profile can help to determine to what group he/she belongs to. Usually extroverts are under-users, while introverts and perfectionists are over-users.   Lack of self-confidence is frequently related to the over-use of the “monitor”.

It appears that the role of conscious learning is some limited in second language performance. According to Krashen, the role of the monitor is or should be – minor, being used only to correct deviations from “normal” speech and to give speech a more “polished” appearance.

Motherese

When mothers speak to their children they typically simplify their speech and make efforts to sustain communication. The formal and interactional characteristics of this kind of speech are referred to as “motherese”. In other words, parents and caretakers in most parts of  the world modify their speech when talking to young children . This is an example of how people in general use several “registers” in different social settings. Speech to children is slower, shorter, in some ways simpler, higher-pitched, more exaggerated in intonation, more fluent and grammatically well-formed, and more directed in content to the present situation, compared to speech among adults (Snow & Ferguson, 1977). Many parents also expand their children’s utterances into full sentences, or offer sequences of paraphrases of a given sentence.

This speech register, sometimes called “Motherese,” or a set of “language lessons.” Though mother’s speech may seem simple at first glance, in many ways it is not. For example, speech to children is full of questions – sometimes dominating the majority of the sentences. We can write a set of rules that accounts for the following sentences and non-sentences.


He went somewhere (it is the basic or root sentence or the idea followed by some possible responses)


Where did he go?


He went WHERE?

Where went he?

Where did he went?

Where he went?

He did go WHERE?

Linguists struggle over these facts, some of the most puzzling in the English language. But these are the constructions that infants are bombarded with and that they master in their pre-school years.


Motherese is a set of language lessons. Children whose mothers use Motherese more consistently don’t pass through the milestones of language development any faster. (Newport, et al, 1977)

Motivation

Nativism

Nego of meanning

Non-interferne

Obligatory occasion

Obligatory occasions constitute when the linguistic context necessitates the use of a particular morpheme. For example, we can say the context created by “there are two_ playing in the garden” requires the use of a plural morpheme. The first step in establishing the accuracy level of individual morphemes is to identify all obligatory occasions for the morphemes in the data.

Operating principles
Operating principles is the term which is coined by Slobin (1973) to describe the various strategies used by children in acquiring their mother tongue. Examples are ‘Pay attention to the ends of words’ and ‘Avoid exception’ 

Oder of development
Over generalization
Language learners in both first and second language acquisition have been observed to produce errors like ‘comed’ which can be explained as extensions of some general rule to items not covered by this rule in the target language this process is referred to as “ Over- generalization”. 

Pattern

Primary Language Levels
There are two levels of language, “ Primary and Secondary ” by Neufeld. Primary levels include a reasonably large functional vocabulary and basic mastery of pronunciation and grammar rule. Neufeld suggests that all learners have an innate ability to acquire these primary levels.

Proactive inhabition

The way in which previous learning prevents or inhibits the learning of new habits is proactive inhibition. L2 learners are hypothesized to experience difficulty in acquiring target language forms that are different from first language forms.

Production stratigesis

Proficiency : 

Proficiency consists of the learner’s knowledge of the target language, it can be considered synonymous with ‘competence’. Proficiency can be viewed as linguistic competence or communicative competence. L2 proficiency is usually measured in relation to native speaker proficiency.    
Projection device
Psychological distance

Rate of acq

Recreation continuum

Restrucing continuum

Route of development : 

L2 learners go through a number of transitional states en route to acquiring the target language rules. This is referred to as the route of development. In this book route is intended to be neutral regarding whether it is universal or subject to variation. (See also order of development and sequence of development.)

Routines

Scripts : 

Scripts can also be considered a type of formulaic speech. They are memorized sequences of utterances which are more or less fixed and predictable. An example is a greeting sequence. 

Secondary level of language 

Neufeld (1978) distinguishes primary and secondary levels of language. Secondary levels include the ability to handle complex grammatical structures and different language styles. Not all L2 learners succeed in mastering the secondary levels of language.  

Semantic simfication
Seq of dev

Simplification : 

Simplification refers to the way in which learners seek to ease the burden of learning or using a second language by controlling the number of hypotheses they try to form at any one stage of development, or by omitting grammatical and / or propositional elements in production. 

SOCIAL DISTANCE

‘Social distance’ is the term used by Schumann (1978a) to refer to the position of the learner vis-avis the target language community. It is determined by a cluster of factors to do with the relationship between the learner’s social group and the target language community. 

Success of acq
Target langauge
TEACHER TALK :

Teacher address classroom language learners differently from the way they address other kinds of classroom learners. They make adjustments to both language form and language function in order to facilitate communication. These adjustments are referred to as “teacher talk”. 

TRANSFER : 

Transfer is the process of using knowledge of the first language in learning a second language.  Transfer can be positive, when a first language pattern identical with a target language pattern is transferred, or it can be negative, when a first language pattern different from the target- language pattern is transferred. In the latter case. L1-induced errors occur. 

Transitional competence

Transitional construction

Typological universal 

UNIVERSAL GRAMMAR 

Cook (1985) summarizing the Chomskyan position, defines universal grammar as the properties inherent in human mind, Universal grammar consists of a set of general principles that apply to all languages rather than a set of particular rules. 

Universal Grammar

According to Chomsky, every human child is born with some innate properties by using which he /she acquires his /her mother tongue. These properties constitute a device in the child’s brain called ‘language acquisition device or LAD. As he some device is available in he brain of all human children and solely responsible for the acquisition of the first language, its properties are supposed to be universal. Hence emerges the notion of ‘Universal Grammar’ which is biologically determined and specialized for language acquisition. 

Chomsky defines Universal Grammar as the set of properties, conditions, or whatever, that constitute the initial state of the language learner, and function as the basis on which knowledge of language develops. The principles of Universal Grammar are abstract and linguistically significant. They underlie all natural languages and include the essential faculty for language with which all persons are in general uniformly and equally endowed.

UNIVERSAL HYPOTHESIS

The universal hypothesis, states that language acquisition is governed by the way in which natural languages are organized. That is, certain universal linguistic properties influence the order in which the rules of a specific language are acquired. According to the universal hypothesis, then, it is linguistic rather than general cognitive factors that determine acquisition. 

varabilty
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